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Select Board Meeting, Monday June 10th, 2019 in the Cavendish Town Office  

Meeting Room at 6:30pm 

 

Present:  Bob Glidden (Chairman), Mike Ripley, Sandra Russo, Stuart Lindberg, Brendan McNamara 

(Town Manager), Bruce McEnaney (Assistant Town Manager), Jen Leak (Recording Secretary), Ed 

McEneaney (OkemoValleyTV) and citizens as listed on the attached sheet. 

Absent:  Michael Kell 

 

1. Call the meeting to order 

Bob Glidden, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m. 

 

2. Act upon minutes of May 13th, 2019. 

Mike Ripley moved/Sandra Russo seconded a motion to approve the minutes of May 13th, 2019, as 

written.  All voted in favor. 

 

3. Adjust Agenda 

Brendan said that he would like to add one item: 

3.b. Select Board to consider letter of resignation from Select Board member Michael Kell.   

The Board agreed to add this item. 

 

3.b.  Select Board to consider letter of resignation from Select Board member Michael Kell. 

Brendan said that Mike has accepted a full-time position as a school administrator in New York State 

and so must resign from his position as Selectman, effectively immediately.  He read the letter which 

Mike had submitted via email that morning. 

Mike Ripley moved/Sandra Russo seconded a motion to accept the resignation of Michael Kell from 

the Select Board with regrets.  All voted in favor.   

The Board thanked Mike for his service and wished him luck. 

Brendan said that anyone who was interested in filling the vacant Select Board position should submit a 

letter of interest to the Town Office, addressed to the Town of Cavendish Select Board, by July 1st of 

this year.  Brendan said that he would also post a notice in the Vermont Journal for this position.  

     

4. Hear Citizens 

Carl Snyder was present.  Carl asked the Board if the repairs on Center Road which he had brought up at 

the May Board meeting would be done this season.  Brendan said that he and Highway Foreman Phon 

Chambers had discussed that project.  Brendan said that he still needed to investigate the costs involved 

and added that the highway budget was already stretched due to high salt and sand needs this past 
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winter.  Carl asked for a long–term plans for the Town roads.  Brendan said he agreed that the Town 

needs a long-term plan for road maintenance.  He added that he had received an estimate of $50,000 for 

paving repairs on approximately ¼ mile section of Stone Way.   

Sharon Huntley asked what the issue on Center Road is.  Carl said that, just prior to Hurricane Irene, the 

Select Board agreed to rebuild a section of Center Road as a test project to alleviate muddy conditions 

which occur on many roads in the spring.  But it was never done.  Carl asked if a culvert on Center Road 

near the old school house, which was washed out during Hurricane Irene, would be replaced this year.  

Brendan said that the highway department is currently doing culvert repairs/replacements and he thought 

that they would be replacing that one.   

Brendan said that he agreed with Carl on the need for repairs on many Town roads and said that finances 

were the biggest concern.  Bruce added that he roughly estimated it would cost about ¾ million dollars 

to make all of the paving repairs that are currently needed on the Town roads.  Carl suggested bonding 

to cover these needed repairs.   

Jen Leak was present.  Jen said that she wanted to make the Board aware that one of the affordable 

housing condominiums located on the Proctorsville Green is being advertised for sale by auction.  She 

said that the auction flyer states that the “income restrictions are foreclosed out so you can own a nice 

home or vacation condo in Vermont that’s affordable.”  Jen said that the Town Office staff has spoken 

with the Windham Windsor Housing Trust and the Regional Planning Commission about the income 

restrictions.  She said that, while this does seem to be legal, she believed it was a very sad situation 

given that affordable housing is in short supply statewide.  Jen added that this was a community project 

supported by former Town Manager Richard Svec and the Select Board.  She suggested that if another 

affordable housing project were considered in the future it would be worthwhile to try and better protect 

those income restrictions. 

Brendan agreed that he had investigated this foreclosure and said it appeared there had been a time 

window for responses by the interested parties, who had not responded and so the income restrictions 

were indeed lost.  He said that it was very unfortunate to lose this affordable housing since it is in short 

supply here and the Town had put so much time and effort into getting the Proctorsville Green 

Revitilization project done. 

 

5. Renewal of Garage Construction Bond Anticipation note with Mascoma Bank. 

Brendan said that the Garage Construction Bond Anticipation note needed to be renewed and the past 

year’s interest needed to be paid.  He passed out the paperwork for the Board members to sign. 

Mike Ripley moved/Bob Glidden seconded a motion to accept the renewal of the Garage Construction 

Bond Anticipation note with Mascoma Bank.  All voted in favor. 

 

6. Select Board to review draft of RFP for replacement of Brook Road Bridge/Culvert. 

Brendan said that he did not have this RFP ready for review as he is still waiting to meet with the 

Agency of Natural Resources to finalize the details.  He said that he hoped to put a draft copy in the 

Warrants folder for the Board to review on Wednesday and so that he could put it out to bid on Friday. 
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7. Town Manager to update on status of WWTF Aeration Project. 

Brendan said that the Aeration System Replacement project is underway again.  He said that the sludge 

is being removed from the ponds now.  He thanked Nate and Randy for keeping the Wastewater system 

running on only two lagoons all winter.  He said that the sludge removal is slightly more expensive than 

anticipated due to changes in disposal site which will add about $15,000 to the project costs.  Brendan 

said that the total costs for this project should still fall within the projected bond amount.  Brendan said 

that the replacement should be completed by October of this year.  Brendan added that updating the 

sewer ordinance will be back on the Select Board agenda for the July meeting in order to protect this 

investment in the Wastewater Treatment system.    

 

8. Update and discussion regarding construction of Bridge #58. 

Brendan said that the Depot Street bridge has been removed except for the center pier.  He said that he 

met with VTrans engineer Jay Strong today, and there have been some delays.  Brendan said that the 

steel will be delivered by Labor Day, and at that point the weather will determine if this project will be 

completed this season or not.  

Brendan added that another delay to this project occurred when the contractor accidentally hit the sewer 

force main pipe which was installed under the river last season.  Brendan said the Town initially had to 

pay for some emergency repairs but should be reimbursed by the contractors’ insurance company.  He 

said that there is currently a temporary line above-ground which will need to be replaced under the river 

before winter.  He said that the contractor, Cold River Bridges, will be making the arrangements to have 

that line replaced.  Bruce added that Cold River Bridges has done an excellent job so far and Brendan 

agreed.   

 

9. Select Board to set date for special meeting at the end of June that is needed to set the new 

tax rate. 

Brendan said that he would like to set a date now for a special meeting at the end of this month in order 

to set the tax rate for the upcoming fiscal year.  The Board agreed to meet on Monday, June 24th at 5:00 

p.m. in the Town Office.  Brendan said that he will send out an agenda at the appropriate time 

beforehand. 

 

10. Town Manager to update Select Board on various town projects. 

Brendan said that the Town Office received a number of calls over the past month from users of the 

municipal water system whose water was discolored.  He said that the water had a yellowish to brownish 

tinge.  Brendan said that one of the three filters was plugged, which has been resolved, and the filtration 

media is due to be replaced.  Brendan said that the filtration plant needs to be shut down for 3 days while 

the media is replaced, so the water tanks need to be filled to capacity to cover demand over those days.  

He said that he believed the media replacement will take place this week which should also help the 

water quality. 

Brendan said that the area of discolored water moved around, mainly along Main Street from the Post 

Office in Cavendish down to the center of Proctorsville, but it would clear up for a time and then 

reappear.  He emphasized that all water quality tests were normal.  He agreed that the coloration was 
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disturbing and said that he appreciated people calling in to keep us informed of the situation.  He said 

that the water seemed to be back to normal now but that the discoloration could crop up again as the 

water moves through the system.   

Stuart asked how often the filters were changed.  Brendan said that he thought the media (the material 

inside the filters) was changed about every seven years. 

 

11. Other business 

Bruce McEnaney – Bruce said that he was considering requesting a change to the price of cemetery lots.  

He said that some of the purchase price goes into the perpetual care fund and that $3,000 is taken out of 

this fund to support the cemetery budget each year.  The rest of the budget is paid for by property taxes.  

Bruce said that non-residents pay the same for a lot as current residents do, and he asked the Select 

Board to consider asking non-residents to pay 50% more.  Mike asked what other towns in Vermont do.  

Bruce said that some towns will not sell lots to non-residents but that he didn’t wish to exclude people 

who have moved away but still have family ties to Cavendish.   

Sandra asked how many lots are sold to non-residents each year.  Bruce thought maybe only 2-3 lots 

were purchased by non-residents each year.  He added that the costs to maintain the cemeteries are 

getting higher each year and he didn’t want people with very distant ties to Cavendish to be able to 

cheaply purchase lots here.  He said he did not expect the Board to make any decision on this matter 

tonight. 

Brendan McNamara - Brendan commented that the cemeteries look very good right now and he thanked 

Bruce and the crew for their efforts especially prior to Memorial Day weekend.  He said that Bruce will 

be away the last week in June so tonight is his last Select Board meeting as Assistant Town Manager.  

Brendan said that he wanted to thank Bruce for all his help over the last few years, both for himself 

personally and for the Town.  He added that Bruce will continue to serve as Cemetery Sexton.   

Stuart Lindberg – none. 

Sandra Russo – none. 

Mike Ripley – Mike said that he had heard about an incident which involved both Cavendish and 

Proctorsville Fire Departments and the Ludlow Ambulance Service, where the two Departments did not 

seem to work well together.  Mike said that he did not like hearing this and he hoped that would not 

happen again 

Stuart said that he was not aware of this particular situation and agreed that all emergency personnel 

should work together.  He said that he has been told very clearly that Select Board meetings are not the 

correct forum for discussions between the two Fire Departments, rather any concerns regarding the 

Departments should be brought up with the Officers of the Departments.  Bob and Sandra agreed that it 

should not be brought up with the Select Board again.  

Bob Glidden – none. 

 

12.  Executive Session (Legal Matter) 

Mike Ripley moved/Bob Glidden seconded a motion to enter into executive session to discuss a legal 

matter at 7:13 p.m.  All voted in favor.   
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The Board, Town Manager and Assistant Town Manager moved to the Town Clerk’s office. 

Sandra Russo moved/Bob Glidden second a motion to exit from executive session at 7:25 p.m.  All 

voted in favor. 

 

13. Adjourn 

Mike Ripley moved/Sandra Russo second a motion to adjourn at 7:26 p.m.  All voted in favor. 

 

 

 

Minutes Approved:   ______________________________________________ 

  

 

  

 Date:    ______________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


