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Select Board Meeting, Monday, October 16
th

, 2017 in the Cavendish Town Office 

Meeting Room at 6:30 pm 

 

Present: Bob Glidden (Chairman), George Timko, Mike Ripley, Mark Huntley, Brendan 

McNamara (Town Manager), Bruce McEnaney (Assistant Town Manager), Jen Leak (Recording 

Secretary), Ed McEneaney from LPCTV and citizens as listed on the attached sheet. 

 

Absent:  Jill Flinn 

 

1. Call the meeting to order 

Bob Glidden, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

 

2. Act upon minutes of the meetings of August 23
rd  

(Corrected) and September 11
th

, 

2017. 

Mike Ripley moved/Bob Glidden seconded a motion to accept the minutes of August 23
rd

, 2017, 

as corrected and September 11, 2017, as written.  All voted in favor. 

 

3. Adjust agenda 

Brendan said that item #12-Executive Session is not needed at this time. 

 

4. Hear Citizens 

Margo Caulfield was present and updated the Board on recent telecommunications issues.  She 

said that, while Comcast has received state money to provide service in the Tarbell Hill-Knapp 

Pond area, they are waiting for an agreement letter from the State before starting that work.  She 

urged the Board to continue to ask TDS and Comcast to improve their services in town.   

 

5. Select Board to review and consider approval of easement with TDS for the 

placement of a pole at 37 High Street. 

Brendan said that there is a pole on the corner of the town office lot, and TDS would like to put a 

second pole alongside it in order to carry more lines.   

George Timko moved/Mike Ripley seconded a motion to allow an easement with TDS for the 

placement of another pole at 37 High Street.  All voted in favor. 

 

6. Tom Kennedy from the Southern Windsor/Windham Solid Waste District to address 

Select Board.  
 

Tom Kennedy was present.  He said that when the NH/VT Solid Waste district dissolved and sold 

their assets, a sum of money remained which is now being returned to the participating towns.  

The Town of Cavendish is receiving $14,786.  Tom asked the Board to sign a form 
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acknowledging the receipt of this one-time payment.  Bruce reminded the Board that this money 

will be applied to the expense of the new electronics shed at the transfer station, as was discussed 

previously and approved by the voters at Town Meeting.   

 

Tom added that China has changed its standards for recyclables, so that most US goods will no 

longer be accepted.  He advised the Board that the Town may pay more for tipping of recyclables 

in the future and said that he will keep Bruce informed of the situation.    Bruce expressed 

concerns that, unless the markets change, most recycles will end up in landfills along with the 

trash.   

 

7.  Cavendish Planning Commission to present State of Vermont Recreational Trails 

Program to the Board. 

 

Tim Calabrese was present and discussed a grant available from the Vermont Department of 

Forests, Parks and Recreation.  He said that the Planning Commission has discussed clearing an 

existing trail through the Proctor-Piper State Forest which would connect the villages of 

Proctorsville and Cavendish.  He said that it could be a starting point for more trails for hiking 

and/or biking in the future.  The grant pre-application is due by December 1
st
, and the full 

application is due February 1
st
.  The grants are awarded in amounts from $5,000 to $50,000.  Tim 

said that a 20% sponsor’s share would be required, which could be in the form of volunteer labor.   

 

Mike asked Tim how long he thought the project would take to complete.  Tim said that the grant 

would be awarded by July 1, and he thought that a walking trail could be cleared by the end of the 

summer.  Mike suggested that area high school students who need graduation projects could be 

involved.  Brendan added that the trails behind Green Mountain Union High School are used by 

both students and community members.  He also mentioned that there are towns in the area with 

developed mountain biking trails which are well used. Margo commented that the Inn to Inn 

Walking Tour passed through the Proctor-Piper Forest and a better-marked trail would benefit 

those visitors.   

 

Tim said that, if the Board supported this application, the Planning Commission would also need 

to get permission from the State to use the Proctor-Piper State Forest.   

 

Mark Huntley moved/George Timko seconded a motion to accept the application for a State of 

Vermont Recreational Trails Program and allow the Planning Commission to work with the 

Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation.  Mark asked if Tim was aware of any liability 

issues for the Town.  Tim said that, since the trail would be on state property, he thought any 

liability would remain with the state.  Wendy Regier was present.  Wendy said that there has 

been a lot of trash dumped in the Proctor-Piper Forest and she thought that having more people 

involved in this property might encourage better behavior.  Tim said that they would build the 

trail to encourage as many people of differing abilities as possible to use it.  George asked if there 

were width requirements for this grant.  Tim said he didn’t think that there were.  Bruce 

commented that there are different width requirements for different types of trails.  Carl Snyder 

was present and asked if the trail could be made wide enough to allow better access for firefighting 

purposes.  Bob said that they are able to get into that forest now with their ATV.  All voted in 

favor. 
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The Board thanked the Planning Commission members for coming.  John Saydek was present 

and added that they would bring the pre-application to the Board before it was submitted. 

 

8.  Select Board to open bids submitted for the replacement ofBridge #21 and Bridge #22.  

(Bids will be opened and read aloud, the Select Board will award the bid at a later date.) 
 

The Town has received bids for these projects from seven companies.  Brendan said that he will 

open the bids and read the amounts.  He will put information packets together this week for the 

Board to review.  The Board will award the bid at the regular monthly meeting in November. 

 

The bids were as follows:  Bridge #21   Bridge #22 

 Cold River Bridges LLC $182,556   $197,556 

 Bazin Brothers Trucking  210,621    204,460 

 The Belden Company   254,750    245,725 

 Gurney Brothers Constr.  160,000    158,000 

 Amden Construction LLC  190,000    178,000 

 Willey Earthmoving    187,000    183,000 

 M&M Excavating   170,215    177,678 

 

Brendan and Bruce thanked all the contractors who submitted bids. 

 

9.  Select Board to sign Declaration of Official Intent regarding the anticipated bond for the 

Town Garage. 

Brendan said that this Declaration needs to be approved by the Board and signed by the Town 

Clerk.  It allows any expenses incurred before the money is in hand to be reimbursed once the 

Town receives the bond money.   

 

George Timko moved/Bob Glidden seconded a motion to endorse the Declaration of Official 

Intent for the Town Garage replacement bond in an amount not to exceed $400,000.  All voted 

in favor. 

 

 

10.  Town Manager to update Select Board on Town Garage Project and Various Town 

Activities. 
 

Town Garage Project:  Brendan said that he is meeting with Weston & Sampson Engineers this 

Friday to determine the boring locations in the sand pit site, which will be done within the next two 

weeks.  He said that delaying the boring avoided “emergency” fees which WSE would have 

charged if they had adjusted their schedule to do these borings sooner.   

 

Brendan said that about half of the winter sand pile has been moved from the upper sand pit down 

to the lower pit on the other side of Route 131.  He said that some work needs to be done to make 

the lower pit more accessible in winter.  The crew would use the sand in the upper pit sand during 

bad weather this season to avoid going down into the lower pit.  Brendan said that, if the garage is 

rebuilt in the upper pit, then the road to the lower pit could be paved to make access easier.   
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Brendan said that he spoke with Mike & Amy O’Neill about renting their building at 2568 Route 

103 (old Black River Produce building).  The rent would be $1500 per month plus heat.  The 

O’Neill’s are investigating have a separate propane meter installed to more accurately charge for 

heating costs.  Brendan said that the highway crew agrees this building will meet their needs for 

this winter. 

 

Brendan said that he is talking with several state agencies to determine what permits would be 

needed if the garage was rebuilt in the upper sand pit site.  He thought that an Act 250 permit may 

be needed and he hoped to have more information for the Board at the next monthly meeting.   

 

Town Website:  Brendan said that the Town’s new website www.cavendishvt.com is up and 

running.  He thanked Katie Hamlin for doing a great job with the design.  Jen will be taking over 

the maintenance and updating, and the Board thanked her for taking that on. 

 

Highway Projects:  Brendan said that the Town has secured a state grant, in the amount of 

$13,000 with a 20% in-kind match, to install culverts and line the ditches with stone on Wiley Hill 

Road.  This road has washed out frequently after heavy rains.  The work will start this week, and 

the road may be closed for short periods during construction.   

 

Bruce said that the Town received a $4,000 grant to install solar-powered flashing crosswalk signs 

on either side of Route 131 in front of the Cavendish Town Elementary school.  The total cost of 

the project is $8,600.  Bruce said that he is meeting with the CTES school board to discuss the 

installation and to request that the school pays the remaining $4600.  The town crew will place the 

signs.   

 

Water System: Brendan said that there have been reports of discolored water in town since the fall 

flushing was done last month.  He said that indicates that there may be a leak in the water system.  

The VT Rural Water Association has been helping our operator, Nate Rose, to determine the 

location of the leak.  They believe it may be in the section which passes under an island in the 

Black River across from Glimmerstone Mansion.  Nate will be working with VT Rural Water 

again this week to pinpoint the leak and take necessary action to repair it.  Brendan said that all of 

the water quality tests have been normal.   

 

 

 

11. Other business 

 

Mark Huntley – none. 

 

Mike Ripley – none. 

 

George Timko – George asked if more material could be put on the pavement cuts which were 

made at the bases of Maple Street and Twenty Mile Stream Road.  Brendan said that he is still 

planning to replace those water valves but they could put some more fill in the cuts.  He said that 

if those valves aren’t replaced then they would repair the pavement before winter. 

http://www.cavendishvt.com/
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Bob Glidden – none.   

 

12. Executive Session (Personnel Matter) 

 

Brendan informed the Board that an executive session was not necessary at this time. 

 

13. Adjourn 

 

Mike Ripley moved/George Timko seconded a motion to adjourn at 7:20 p.m.  All voted in 

favor. 

 

 

 

Minutes Approved:   ______________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Date:     ______________________________________________ 

 


