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Select Board Meeting, Monday January 14th, 2019 in the Cavendish Town Office  

Meeting Room at 6:30pm 

Present:  Bob Glidden (Chairman), George Timko, Mike Ripley, Mark Huntley, Sandra Russo, Brendan 

McNamara (Town Manager), Bruce McEnaney (Assistant Town Manager), Jen Leak (Recording Secretary), Ed 

McEneaney (OkemoValleyTV) and citizens as listed on the attached sheet. 

       

1. Call the meeting to order 

Bob Glidden, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m. 

2. Act upon minutes of December 10th, 2018, January 8th and 10th, 2019.  

Mike Ripley moved/Mark Huntley seconded a motion to approve the minutes of December 10th, 2018, January 

8th and 10th, 2019 as written.  All voted in favor. 

3. Adjust Agenda 

There were no adjustments.  

4. Hear Citizens 

Jane Pixley was present and said that she was concerned about safety at the intersection of Routes103 and 131 in 

Proctorsville.  She said that the lines for the turning lane, as well as the center and fog lines, have faded almost 

completely so it is very hard to see where the lanes are, especially at night or in bad weather.   

Brendan agreed and said that he has contacted Natalie Boyle, public relations for VTrans, and expressed those 

concerns.  Brendan said that Natalie was going to have safety engineers inspect the area and get back to him, but 

he had not heard from her yet.  He commented that the 50 miles per hour speed limit in that area does not help the 

situation, especially given the heavy ski traffic on that route by visitors who are not familiar with the area.   

   

5. Board to hear presentation regarding the Town Lister positions. Diane McNamara, Jane Pixley and 

Claire Walker will be present for discussion. 

Jane and Claire were present. They handed a petition to the Board requesting an article on the Town Meeting 

Warning to vote on eliminating the Town Lister positions.  Jane said that there are 42 towns in Vermont who use 

professional appraisers rather than listers.  She said that our current appraisal company (NEMRC) estimated they 

can perform the Lister duties for about $16,000 with some clerical help in the office.  Brendan said that the 

current budget for the Lister’s is $21,000.  Jane thought that making this change should not result in additional 

expenses for the Lister budget.  Jane added that she had contacted another company for an estimate which was 

similar - $12,500 plus $5,000 for clerical help – but that company also uses a different software system which 

would be an additional expense and therefore unlikely to work for us.   

George asked if any of the other towns which had eliminated their lister positions were similar in size to 

Cavendish.  Jane said that they were various sizes, from large cities (Burlington) to small towns.  Jane said that 

she has been a Lister for 12 years now and has seen many people go through the lister training and then quit.  

Mike asked if the grievance process would stay the same.  Jane said that it would.  Claire added that she thought 

the grievance process was the most important area to have professionals doing the job.  Jane agreed.  Jane said 

that, if the voters chose to eliminate the Lister positions, according to statue the current listers would be available 

for 45 days during the transition period.   

George asked if the vote would be by Australian ballot on Tuesday or by a floor vote at Town Meeting on 

Monday night.  Jane said the VLCT guidelines stated a vote by paper ballot but did not specify if that should 
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occur at Town Meeting or at the polls the following day.  She said that she would contact VLCT to clarify which 

vote would be appropriate. 

George Timko moved/Bob Glidden seconded a motion to accept the petition to consider eliminating the Town 

Lister positions and to place the article on the Town Meeting Warning, with the names to be verified as 

registered voters by the Town Clerk, and the issue of a Monday night paper ballot vs. a Tuesday Australian 

ballot to be determined.   All voted in favor. 

 

6. Select Board to review and consider approval of 2019 Certificate of Highway Mileage. 

Brendan said that there were no changes to the Town Highways from last year.  The Board discussed the dirt road 

behind the Outer Limits Brewery building on the Proctorsville Green, which is Town maintained but is not named 

or included in the Certificate of Highway Mileage.  George thought that it should be named and added before the 

Town approves next year’s Certificate.  

Bob Glidden moved/Mike Ripley seconded a motion to approve the 2019 Certificate of Highway Mileage.  All 

voted in favor. 

             

7. Town Manager to solicit topics for inclusion in the Town Manager and Selectmen’s Report for the 

2018 Annual Town Report and thoughts on items to be included on the draft of the 2019 Town 

Meeting Warning. 

Brendan said that he had been keeping a list of items to include in the Town Report, and he asked the Board to let 

him know what they would like included.  He said that he will email a draft for their review within the next week. 

 

8. Select Board to review calendar of upcoming Town Business for the months of January to March 

2019. 

Brendan said that the printer would like to receive the Town Report by February 5th.  He said that petitions for 

articles to be included on the Town Meeting Warning need to be received in the Town Office by January 17th.  

Town Meeting will be held on Monday, March 4th and voting will take place on Tuesday, March 5th at the 

Proctorsville Fire Station.  Brendan said that he hopes the budget will be pretty well finished at the Budget 

Meeting on Thursday of this week, and the Warning could be approved the following week.   

George asked if there will be a school portion of Town Meeting this year.  Brendan said there will not.  He said 

that the Green Mountain Unified School District will hold an informational meeting on another night and present 

the budget which will include Cavendish Town Elementary School, Chester-Andover Elementary School and 

Green Mountain Union High School.  He said the school district will also put out it’s own report, so the 2018 

Town Report will not include a school section.   

Sharon Huntley was present and asked when the school informational meeting was scheduled.  Brendan said that 

he had not seen a Warning for that meeting yet.   

 

9. Town Manager to ask Select Board to consider motion to add article regarding adoption of the 

Town Plan to the Annual Town Meeting Warning. 

Brendan said that the updated Town Plan, which the Select Board approved last year, now needs to be put before 

the voters for adoption by Australian ballot.  George commented that the Select Board used to approve the Town 

Plan.  Brendan said that had been changed at a Town Meeting some years ago.  He added that the Planning 

Commission would like the Board to again be able to approve the Town Plan, but that would not be changed for 
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the adoption of this version.  Brendan said that there are copies of the proposed Town Plan available at the Town 

Office or by email for anyone who wished to review it.   

George Timko moved/Mike Ripley seconded a motion to place an article for the adoption of the Town Plan by 

Australian ballot on the Town Meeting Warning.  All voted in favor. 

 

10. Town Manager to update Select Board on Various Town Projects. 

Brendan said that he has asked VTrans to confirm the repaving timeline of Route 131.  He said that they have 

been putting cold patch on the areas with the worst potholes but those repairs do not last.  The Board discussed 

the safety issues in areas where vehicles must veer toward the center line in order to avoid very deep potholes.  

Brendan reminded the Board that VTrans had planned to put a shim coat on those areas in the fall but it never 

happened, perhaps due to the problems with the Route 103 paving project.  The Board agreed that Route 131 

cannot last until the scheduled paving date of 2021 in its current state.  Mark volunteered to contact the Chair of 

the House Transportation Committee in Montpelier, and the Board agreed that might encourage VTrans to take 

action sooner. 

Brendan said that he has a meeting with Ludlow Electric this week regarding utility pole placement around the 

Depot Street Bridge.  He said that he believes the bridge replacement award has been made by VTrans and work 

will begin this spring.  Brendan said that the water/sewer lines are functioning in their new placement under the 

river.   

 

11. Other business 

Bruce McEnaney – none. 

Brendan McNamara – none. 

Sandra Russo – none. 

Mark Huntley – none. 

Mike Ripley – none. 

George Timko – none. 

Bob Glidden – none. 

 

12.  Adjourn 

Mike Ripley moved/George Timko seconded a motion to adjourn at 7:15 p.m.  All voted in favor. 

 

Minutes Approved:   ______________________________________________ 

  

 Date:    ______________________________________________ 

 


