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Select Board Meeting, Monday June 11th, 2018 in the Cavendish Town Office  

Meeting Room at 6:30pm 

 

Present: Bob Glidden (Chairman), George Timko, Mike Ripley, Mark Huntley (late), Sandra Russo, 

Brendan McNamara (Town Manager), Bruce McEnaney (Assistant Town Manager), Jen Leak (Recording 

Secretary), Ed McEneaney from LPCTV and citizens as listed on the attached sheet. 

1. Call the meeting to order 

Bob Glidden, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

2. Act upon minutes of May 14th, 2018. 

George Timko moved/Mike Ripley seconded a motion to accept the minutes of May 14th, 2018, as 

written.  All voted in favor. 

3. Adjust Agenda 

Brendan said that Item #7 “Select Board to discuss possible purchase replacement Town Utility Truck” 

was no longer needed, so he would like to move Item #11 “Continued discussion regarding Dangerous 

and/or Derelict Building Ordinance as it pertains to the property at 53 Depot Street” to # 7.   The Board 

agreed.   

4. Hear Citizens 

MaryAnne Butler was present.  She said that she had recently learned Green Mountain Power will be 

installing utility poles and lines along a 1/3 mile section of Brook Road to service a newly constructed 

house.  This section of road currently does not have any utility poles or lines and she believed that the 

installation would change the rural character of the road.  She said that this project violates the Town 

Plan’s stated goal of maintaining a rural atmosphere and scenic resources in Cavendish and especially 

along Brook Road.  She added that her home on Brook Road is on the State and National Register of 

Historic Places and hoped that it would be added to the list of important historic structures in Cavendish 

in the next version of the Town Plan.   

Mark Huntley now joined the meeting.  MaryAnne requested that the Act 250 threshold for this project be 

reviewed. She said that she believed the new utility lines would eventually be extended to an existing 

house on this property which is currently off the grid.  Maryanne said that she wondered if the combined 

projects would have triggered Act 250 if they were done at the same time and suggested that the houses 

were being done separately in order to deliberately avoid Act 250 regulation.  A discussion ensued about 

how the involvement of Act 250 regulation might have impacted this project.   

Mike asked Maryanne what she would like to see happen.  Maryanne said that she would like the lines to 

be buried.  Bruce commented that public utilities are not covered under Act 250 but under Act 249.  

George said that the Town Plan was not enforceable outside of an Act 250 hearing since Cavendish does 

not have zoning regulations.   

Brendan said that he spoke with Greg Heaton of GMP, who said that burying the lines would not be 

feasible due to the amount of rock ledge in that area.   Brendan said that he would look into the Act 249 

threshold.   

Robin Timko was present and said that she thought it was very important for individuals to be able to 

speak their minds.  She said that the Select Board approves the Town Plan and therefore the Board should 

advocate for what the Town Plan stands for.  She said that the Board should act if there is a possible 
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violation of the Town Plan.  Robin suggested that it was time to revisit the issue of zoning in order to 

direct the future of the Town in accordance with the Town Plan. 

Mike Harrington was present and said that he believed the Select Board should be empowered to act if 

there were people trying to evade state regulations. 

 

5. Board to hear presentation from residents of Tierney Road regarding a proposal of a Civil 

Ordinance Requiring Approval For Residential Business Operations. 

Brendan said that Bruce and Linda Watson had requested this item to be on tonights agenda.  Linda 

Watson was present and gave a brief history of their concerns regarding a proposed quarry on Tierney 

Road.  She asked the Board to consider adopting an ordinance which would require Select Board approval 

in order to operate a business in residential areas of town. 

Jim Wichelhaus, Tierney Road property owner, was present.  He said that he was opposed to commercial 

development in his residential neighborhood.  He said that he believed the Board should be empowered to 

enforce the Town Plan and protect property values.   

Brendan thanked everyone for their comments tonight.  He said that he and Bruce spoke with the 

Secretary of State’s office earlier today and was informed that the Town cannot enforce an ordinance to 

regulate home businesses without first adopting zoning and subdivision regulations.  Brendan said that 

zoning has been discussed in town previously but not adopted.   

Tim Calabrese, Cavendish Planning Commission member, was present.  He said that about 12 years ago 

zoning regulations were proposed and defeated.  He added that the regulations need to be very specific in 

order to be enforceable and that zoning administration is difficult for small towns to carry out fairly.    

Mike Ripley commented that his barn is very close to the Black River.  He believed that it would be 

grandfathered and allowed to remain in place if zoning regulations were adopted.  Mike said that he might 

need to tear it down if he tried to make any repairs or modifications to that building however.   

Bruce commented that it might be easier for the Town to consider subdivision regulations first.  Tim 

agreed that might be simpler.  Mike Harrington suggested there might be new views on zoning now than 

there were in the past.  He suggested that the Town Attorney and Vermont Attorney General could review 

the Watson’s proposed ordinance, and perhaps the Board would agree with it in theory even if it is 

unenforceable.  Brendan said that he would be meeting with the Town Attorney later this week and he 

would discuss this issue with him. 

Bruce Watson was present.  He suggested that the Town consider how an active quarry might lower grand 

list values and therefore lower tax revenues.  He addd that the other property owners in town would then 

have to make up the difference in revenues and might feel differently about allowing the quarry to 

operate.   

Bob thanked everyone for coming tonight. 

 

6. Select Board acting in Capacity as Board of  Health to discuss ongoing health concerns with 

properties on Main Street in Proctorsville and Knapp Pond Rd. 

Brendan gave the Board members copies of Town Health Officer Complaint and Inspection Forms 

regarding two properties in town.  Doris Eddy, Town Health Officer, was present.  She said that the 

Palmer’s property on Knapp Pond Road, which she believes to be in foreclosure, is occupied and there are 
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multiple bags of garbage on the property.  Doris said that she would like to send this information to the 

mortgage company. The Board agreed that she should do so. 

Doris said that the Merritt property in Proctorsville has been issued a complaint.  The garbage was 

supposed to be cleaned up by June 1st of this year; however, it was not.  Neighbors on all sides of this 

property have complained of rats.  George asked if anyone had spoken with the owner directly.  Bruce 

said that he has tried to speak with Howard.  However, Howard believes that the scrap metal in his yard is 

valuable and gets very upset if anyone suggests it should be removed.   

The Board discussed their options.  Brendan offered to discuss the matter with the Town Attorney, 

including what fines might be applicable, and draft a letter to discuss with the Board.   

 

7. Continued discussion regarding Dangerous and/or Derelict Building Ordinance as it 

pertains to the property at 53 Depot Street. 

Brendan said that the owner of this property, Rose Kauppinen, is out of town until the end of June.  

George said that he spoke with her before she left, and she told him that she would deal with the burned-

out building after she finishes renovating the brick one. 

Aaron Silidker, 51 Depot Street condo owner, was present.  Aaron said that he paid an independent 

engineer to evaluate the building.  The engineer reported that it was not repairable and suggested it was a 

public hazard.  Aaron asked the Board to enforce the derelict building ordinance.     

Mike said that he was reluctant to tell people what to do with their property.  Sandra said that she thought 

this building fit the derelict building ordinance perfectly.  George commented that the Town could incur 

significant legal costs.  Aaron said that he believed the Board needed to make an effort to have the 

building torn down.  Brendan suggested that the Town could have the building inspected independently as 

a first step to enforcing the derelict building ordinance.   

Mike Ripley moved/Bob Glidden seconded a motion that the Town will begin enforcement of the 

Dangerous and Derelict Building Ordinance for the property located at 53 Depot Street.  All voted in 

favor. 

Aaron thanked the Board for taking this action.   

 

8. As Board of Liquor Control, Select Board to consider outside consumption permits for 

Brook Farm Vineyards LLC and Neal’s LLC. Board to also consider request to cater malt, 

vinous and/or spiritous liquors permit for La Pizza Lupo. 

Brendan said that Brook Farm Vineyards has applied for an Outside Consumption permit.  George Timko 

moved/Bob Glidden seconded a motion to approve an Outdoor Consumption Permit for Brook Farm 

Vineyards LLC.  All voted in favor. 

Brendan said that La Pizza Lupo has applied for another Catering permit for a public event to be held at 

Singleton’s Store on July 20 from 5-9 p.m.  Bob Glidden moved/Sandra Russo seconded a motion to 

approve a Request to Cater Malt, Vinous and/or Spiritous Liquors for July 20, 2018, from 5-8 p.m.  All 

voted in favor.   

Brendan said that Neal’s Restaurant has applied for an Outside Consumption permit. He also informed the 

Board that the 2018 liquor license which they approved for Neal’s at the April meeting has not been 

returned to the Town Clerk from the State.  Brendan said that he and Diane spoke with Neal, who said 

that he has a hearing to consider suspension of this license due to some violations at the restaurant.  
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Brendan said that he thought the Board should know this information before approving this permit.  

George clarified that while the Board approves these applications it is the State who actually grants the 

licenses.  George Timko moved/Mike Ripley seconded a motion to approve an Outdoor Consumption 

Permit for Neal’s LLC.  All voted in favor. 

 

9. Town Manager to discuss WWTF Aeration System Replacement bids and current project 

status. 

Randy Shimp, Water/Wastewater Chief Operator, was present.  Brendan said that the bids for the 

Aeration System Replacement project came in well above the amount the Weston & Sampson engineers 

had predicted and the Town has bonded for.  He and Randy spoke with Mike Smith of WSE today.  Mike 

said that the Town could re-bid the entire project, which would then not take place until next year, or 

work with the low bidder to bring their bid into our price range.   

Brendan said that Mike Smith would recommend renegotiating the bid from the lowest bidder 

Infrastructure Construction.  He said that the Board is allowed to authorize spending up to $75,000 over 

the approved bond to cover any excess costs without needing to re-vote the bond.  Brendan said that it 

was legal for the Town to do both of these things without needing to rebid the project.  Brendan reminded 

the Board that the voters had approved a bond of $790,000.  Infrastructure Construction’s modified bid is 

$799,000.  Brendan and Randy agreed that they would prefer to do the project this year rather than 

postponing it for another year.   

Randy said that the State and Weston & Sampson have assured him that it is common practice to 

renegotiate with the apparent low bidder.  He said that he was personally wondering why items that were 

not necessary and could be eliminated to lower the bid by $132,000 had been included in the first place.  

He agreed that rebidding the entire project might not guarantee lower bids.  Randy added that the state 

could mandate repairs before next year or the funding could be jeopardized if the project is delayed.   

Brendan agreed with Randy that it would be preferable to complete the project this year and said that he 

had also wondered why unnecessary items were included in the original bid.   

George Timko moved/Mark Huntley seconded a motion of intent to accept the apparent lowest bid from 

Infrastructure Construction, pending renegotiations regarding value engineering.  All voted in favor. 

 

10. Board to consider request from Chris Marks for Overnight Camp Out with the CTES 1st 

grade on the Proctorsville Village Green on June 18th, 2018. 

Brendan said that Chris Marks had approached him with this idea.  There would be chaperones and it 

would be a school-sanctioned field trip, so the school insurance policy would be in effect.   

Mark Huntley moved/George Timko seconded a motion to approve a request from Chris Marks for 

Overnight Camp Out with the CTES 1st grade on the Proctorsville Village Green on June 18th, 2018.  

All voted in favor. 

 

11. Town Manger to review various ongoing town projects. 

Brendan said that the RFP for the Depot Street bridge utility crossing project will be posted on June 13th. 

Brendan said that the Town Clerk has approached him about changing the Town polling place.  He said 

that the election staff have safety concerns leaving the school unlocked on election days.  Brendan said 

that the end goal is to hold elections at the Town Office, but this building may not be ADA compliant.  
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Brendan said if that was the case then elections could be held somewhere else temporarily until the Town 

Office can be renovated.  Bob said that the Proctorsville fire station is handicapped accessible and could 

be used for elections.  Brendan added that the state will be issuing voting tablets to all towns which could 

be brought out to voters if they were unable to come into a building. 

Brendan said that he would investigate what needs to be done to officially change the polling station for 

the Select Board to consider at the July meeting.  The Board agreed.   

 

12. Other business 

Brendan McNamara – none. 

Bruce McEnaney – none. 

Sandra Russo – none. 

Mark Huntley – none. 

Mike Ripley – none. 

George Timko - George asked for a brief update on the paving and garage construction projects.  Brendan 

said that he and Bruce got paving bids from two companies for Quent Phelan and Twentymile Stream 

Roads.  Bruce thought that paving both roads might not be possible due to cost, so they have asked for a 

breakdown on each road separately. 

Brendan said that moving the location of the Town Garage has proved to be much more time consuming 

than he thought.  He said that he is still waiting to obtain all the necessary permits and plans before he can 

post the RFP.  Brendan said that Mike Smith has promised to email the completed site plans on 

Wednesday.   

Bob Glidden – none. 

 

13. Adjourn 

Mike Ripley moved/Bob Glidden seconded a motion to adjourn at 8:11 p. m.  All voted in favor. 

 

 

 Minutes Approved:   ______________________________________________ 

  

  

  

 Date:      ______________________________________________ 


