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Select Board Meeting, Monday December 10th, 2018 in the Cavendish Town Office  

Meeting Room at 6:30pm 

Present:  Bob Glidden (Chairman), George Timko, Mike Ripley, Sandra Russo, Brendan McNamara (Town 

Manager), Bruce McEnaney (Assistant Town Manager), Jen Leak (Recording Secretary), Ed McEananey 

(OkemoValleyTV) and citizens as listed on the attached sheet. 

Absent:  Mark Huntley 

1. Call the meeting to order 

Bob Glidden, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

2. Act upon minutes of November 19th, 2018. 

George Timko moved/Mike Ripley seconded a motion to approve the minutes of November 19th, 2018, 

as written.  All voted in favor. 

3. Adjust Agenda 

Brendan said that he would like to eliminate Item #12 – Executive Session, as there was no need for it.  

The Board agreed.       

4. Hear Citizens 

There were no citizens wishing to be heard.  Since the External Appropriation presentations were 

scheduled to begin at 6:45 and it was only 6:35 p.m., the Board moved to item #6. 

5. Presentations regarding External Appropriation Requests for inclusion in the FY 2018-19 Select 

Board Budget including: Green Mt RSVP; Black River Good Neighbors; Windsor County Youth 

Service; Visiting Nurse Association & Hospice; SEVCA; The Current; Okemo Valley TV; Council 

on Aging; Black River Senior Center; Women’s Freedom Center; American Red Cross; HCRS. 

The following organizations made presentations to the Board:  HCRS, Black River Good Neighbors, 

The Current, The Council on Aging/Senior Solutions, Black River Senior Center, Visiting Nurse & 

Hospice, SEVCA, Green Mountain RSVP, American Red Cross, Okemo Valley TV, Windsor County 

Youth Services and the Women’s Freedom Center.   

The Board moved to Item #11 - Other Business at 7:40 p.m. 

 

6. Select Board to discuss appropriation of funds for work to be done at location of old Town 

Highway Garage.  

Brendan reminded the Board that they had briefly discussed the need to finish cleaning up the old garage 

site at the November meeting.  He said that the Town had recently received a check from the Town of 

Weathersfield in the amount of $4966.  The money is a refund of VT Community Development 

Program/Rockingham Area Community Land Trust funds and needs to be used for a community 

development project.  He suggested that the rehabilitation of the old garage site would fit those 

requirements.   

The Board agreed that the $4966 VT Community Development Program refund check could be 

earmarked for the rehabilitation of the old Town Highway Garage site.   
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7. Select Board to consider resignation of Mike Ripley as Emergency Management 

Coordinator. 

Mike said that he had forgotten to bring his letter of resignation tonight but he would write a letter now 

and then the Board could act on it.   

Carl Snyder was present and asked what the Emergency Management Coordinator’s duties were.  Bob 

said that they work with the Fire Departments, the Town Manager and the State in case of emergencies.  

Brendan added that the Coordinator also updates the Town’s emergency plans and does some planning 

with the State, so it is proactive as well as reactive.  Carl asked if there was still a list of people with 

valuable skills in town.  Brendan said that there was.  He said that there was also a list of people with 

special conditions or needs who should be checked on, and Brendan said that they did so in the recent 

snow storm which caused widespread power outages.  Carl suggested that the Highway Department 

could be more proactive and remove tree limbs which hang over power lines and roadways.  Brendan 

said that the Highway Department does remove limbs where they can safely do so without contacting 

any phone or power lines. 

Mike handed in his letter of resignation as the Emergency Management Coordinator.   

George Timko moved/Bob Glidden seconded a motion to accept Mike Ripley’s resignation from the 

position of Emergency Management Coordinator with regret.  All voted in favor. 

 

8. Select Board to consider appointing Robert C. Glidden as Emergency Management 

Coordinator. 

Bob noted that this is his son, Bobby Glidden, who assisted him greatly during the Tropical Storm Irene 

emergency and is Deputy Chief for the Proctorsville Fire Department.  Brendan said that Bobby is 

willing to assume this position right away and Mike will be available to review the duties with him.   

George Timko moved /Sandra Russo seconded a motion to appoint Robert C. Glidden as the 

Emergency Management Coordinator for the remainder of the term which expires in March 2019.  

All voted in favor. 

 

9. Discussion regarding the dissolution of the Board of Water Commissioners. 

Brendan said that the Municipal Water System has been overseen by a Board of Water Commissioners, 

dating back to when the two villages each had their own separate systems.  He said that it has been 

difficult to coordinate meetings and to keep people on the Board.  Brendan said that he would like to 

investigate dissolving the Board of Water Commissioners and having the Select Board oversee the 

Water System in the same way that the Board oversees the Sewer System. 

George said that he thought the Water Board advocated for the consumers and he wasn’t sure that the 

Select Board would function in the same way.  Brendan said that he believed both Boards function 

similarly.  He added that the Water Commissioners have met only once in the 2 years he has been Town 

Manager.   

Brendan said that he wasn’t sure what steps would be needed to dissolve the Board of Water 

Commissioners, but he would like to investigate the process for a further discussion and possible vote at 
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the January Select Board meeting.  The Board agreed. 

 

10. Town Manager to discuss recent news regarding police coverage. 

Brendan said that he wished to clarity the “high crime rate” which was reported in an Eagle Times 

article and posted on a social media website.  Brendan said that the State Police provided the call log for 

Cavendish for the period from 12-1-17 to 12-1-18.  He said that there were 378 calls, however only 25 

could be categorized as crime related; the remainder of the calls were 911 hang-ups, motor vehicle 

accidents, juvenile response calls, home security alarms, or other non-crime related incidents.   

This same article also stated that the Town of Weathersfield police force would be expanding to cover 

the Towns of Cavendish and Baltimore.  Brendan said that he had spoken with the Weathersfield Town 

Manager and agreed that Cavendish would be interested in discussing that idea., but there are no plans at 

this time for Cavendish to participate in a regional police force.  He added that there is less coverage by 

the state police since the barracks have moved farther away, and some Town residents have questioned 

whether the coverage provided by the Windsor County Sheriff Department is cost-effective.  Brendan 

commented that police coverage will need to be addressed in the near future but no arrangements have 

yet been made with any neighboring towns.   

Kate Lamphere was present and said that the Eagle Times article made it sound like a contract had been 

signed.  She asked if there would be more communication to address this article, such as a letter to the 

editor, so that more people would know the truth of the situation.  Brendan said that he could write a 

statement for the paper if the Board wished.   

Sandra asked if Brendan could share the details from Weathersfield’s proposal.  Brendan said that they 

proposed to spend 24 hours per week in Cavendish for $84,500 per year.  Currently the Windsor County 

Sheriff spends 12 hours per week in town for a net cost of $18,000 per year.   

Carl said that he would favor a police force rather than the sheriff and asked if Ludlow might be 

interested in covering Cavendish.  Brendan said that it would be worth asking all the surrounding towns 

with police forces for proposals before making any decisions.  Mike commented that currently both 

Weathersfield and Ludlow police do respond to emergencies in Town when needed and do not charge 

for this coverage. 

Shawn Cunningham of the Chester Telegraph was present and asked for the timeline on this topic.  

Brendan said that he and the Weathersfield Town Manager have spoken of police coverage off and on 

but it has not been an ongoing discussion. 

The Board moved to Item #5 - Presentations regarding External Appropriation Requests for inclusion in 

the FY 2018-19 Select Board Budget, at 6:55 p. m. 

 

11. Other business 

Bruce McEnaney – none. 

Brendan McNamara – none. 

Sandra Russo – none. 

Mike Ripley – none. 

George Timko – none. 
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Bob Glidden – none. 

 

13. Adjourn  

George Timko moved/Mike Ripley seconded a motion to adjourn at 7:42 p.m.  All voted in favor. 

 

 

Minutes Approved:   ______________________________________________ 

 

  

 Date:    ______________________________________________ 

 


