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Select Board Meeting, Monday November 19th, 2018 in the Cavendish Town Office 

Meeting Room at 6:30pm 

 

Present:  Bob Glidden (Chairman), George Timko, Mike Ripley, Mark Huntley, Sandra Russo, Brendan 

McNamara (Town Manager), Bruce McEnaney (Assistant Town Manager), Jen Leak (Recording 

Secretary), Ed McEananey (LPCTV) and citizens as listed on the attached sheet. 

 

1)      Call the meeting to order 

Bob Glidden, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

2)       Act upon minutes of October 15th, 2018. 

Geoge Timko moved/Mark Huntley seconded a motion to approve the minutes of October 15th, 

2018, as written.  All voted in favor. 

 

3)      Adjust Agenda 

Brendan said that he had one item to add to tonights agenda:  

5a- Peter Labelle of the Cavendish Energy Committee to present a Grant Proposal to Select 

Board regarding EVSE Charging Station on the Town Green. (Signatures requested). 

 

4) Hear Citizens 

There were no citizens wishing to be heard. 

 

5)      Select Board to review and consider approval of 2018-19 Cavendish Green 

Mountain Snow Fleas Snowmobile Club Maps as it pertains to Town Roads. 

Joe and Karen Marini were present and handed out a list and map of the Snow Fleas’ proposed 

road crossings.  Brendan said that there were two changes from last year for the Board to 

consider.  Joe Marini explained that the trail will not run along the side of Chapman Road this 

year since they have made an agreement with area landowners for a new trail placement.  Joe 

also said that the trail from Brook Road to Moriglioni Road will be closed since that landowner 

has denied access.  Brendan said that he has discussed the proposed crossings with the Town 

Highway Foreman who agreed they were fine. 

Joe informed that Board that he had also passed out a letter from Governor Scott which thanked 

landowners for allowing VAST trails on their land.  In that letter the Governor mentioned the 

large revenues which snowmobiling generates for local economies in our State. 

Bob Glidden moved/Mike Ripley seconded a motion to approve the 2018-19 Cavendish Green 

Mountain Snow Fleas Snowmobile Club Map as it pertains to Town Roads.  All voted in favor. 
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5a)  Peter Labelle of the Cavendish Energy Committee to present a Grant Proposal to 

Select Board regarding EVSE Charging Station on the Town Green. (Signatures requested) 

Peter Labelle was present.  Peter said that the State is offering grants for municipalities who wish 

to install electric vehicle charging stations.  He said that the Energy Committee needs the Board 

to sign a resolution in order to apply.  Peter said that the Committee intends to place it alongside 

the Rich Svec Memorial Green in Proctorsville, inbetween Outer Limits Brewery & Murdock’s 

restaurant.  There would be two parking places with a charging station in between.  Peter said 

that there would be an internet-based payment station for users to pay for the electricity they use.   

George asked if Peter had spoken with business owners on the Green.  Peter said he had and that 

they were in favor of the project.  Mike commented that people would likely visit those 

businesses while their cars were charging.  Bob asked if Peter thought residents needed a 

charging station in this area.  Peter said that he thought residents would charge their vehicles at 

home and the station would be used primarily by second home owners or visitors to the area.  

Brendan mentioned that there are now highway signs for charging stations, just like there are for 

gas stations, which could attract people to the Proctorsville Green businesses.  Peter added that 

currently the nearest stations are located at Okemo and in downtown Springfield.   

Peter said that he is waiting for more information before he can estimate what this project might 

cost.  He said that he’s seen a large range of prices for the units themselves, and the project 

would also include site work, lighting, signage, and electric hook-up, so he could not give a 

project cost estimate at this time.  He said that the grant requires a 10% Town match which could 

include in-kind work from the Town crew. 

Mike Ripley moved/Mark Huntley seconded a motion to sign the Resolution for Electrical 

Vehicle Supply Equipment and for the Board to discuss the issue again once the project costs 

are known.  All voted in favor. 

 

6)      Select Board to review and sign “Change in Terms of Agreement” with Mascoma 

Bank, increasing Town Highway Garage Construction Bond Anticipation Note to 

$475,000. (Bond has already been approved but new language requires new signatures) 

Brendan said that the Board had approved borrowing an additional $75,000 in April but that the 

bank needs new paperwork in order to increase the amount of the note.  Diane McNamara, Town 

Treasurer, was present and handed the paperwork to the Board to sign. 

Mike Ripley moved/Bob Glidden seconded a motion to sign the “Change in Terms of 

Agreement” with Mascoma Bank, increasing the Town Highway Garage Construction Bond 

Anticipation Note to $475,000.  All voted in favor. 

 

7)      Town of Cavendish Listers to request change of appraisal for parcel ID# 2P07-

109. 

Claire Walker and Jane Pixley, Listers, were present and handed out information on this personal 

property tax bill.  Jane said that the Direct Capital Corporation did not update their current 

information so they were charged at last year’s value.  They appealed the value after the tax bills 

were mailed out, and the difference in taxes due is only $5.41. 
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George Timko moved/Mike Ripley seconded a motion to change the appraisal for parcel ID# 

2P07-109 as requested by the Cavendish Listers from $8,928 to $7,750.  All voted in favor. 

 

8)      Cavendish Listers will be present to discuss the towns current method for 

assessing properties, conducting appeals and Lister duties. 

Diane, Jane and Claire were present.  Diane said that although she has resigned from the position 

of Lister she wanted to introduce the idea of changing the duties of that position.  She said that 

the duties of the Listers have become more complicated and time consuming, and she felt that it 

requires prior knowledge and training in real estate appraisal to perform well.  She passed out an 

informational booklet from the VT Dept. of Property Valuation which outlined the 

responsibilities of Listers.  Diane added that maintenance of the Grant List is vital for the Town 

since property tax revenue is based on property valuation.   

Diane suggested that the Town could continue to hire an outside firm (NEMRC) to perform the 

property appraisals, but a trained part-time person in the office is also needed.  She added this 

might mean an increase in the Lister budget.  Jane said that she will be retiring once the 

reappraisal is finished next summer.  Claire said that she will not run again in March.  Diane said 

that she did not want to start over training new people who often only stay for a few years.  She 

said that our current professional appraisal’s contract with NEMRC does not include all the lister 

duties.  Diane said that it might be possible to re-negotiate the contract with NEMRC to include 

all the lister duties.   

Jane said that many VT towns have voted to remove the elected office of Lister and have instead 

hired professionals to handle all the appraisals and grand list management.  She suggested that 

the Listers should stay on through the reappraisal and end of this fiscal year.  Jane said that she is 

trying to get suggestions on how to proceed from the State Dept. of Property Valuation but 

hasn’t been able to reach anyone yet. 

Diane said that she would be willing to ask NEMRC if they could modify their contract to 

include more services.  She said that she or Jane could also research other companies and speak 

with other towns in the area to see how they handle property appraisals.  The Board agreed that 

the Listers should gather more information and they would discuss the issue again at another 

meeting.   

 

9)      Town Manager to update Select Board on Winter shut down of WWTF Aeration 

Replacement Project. 

Brendan said that this project is being dismantled for the winter.  He said that about 2/3 of the 

sludge was removed from the first lagoon.  He said that the other two lagoons will remain 

operational for the winter and are adequate for the system to function normally.  The first lagoon 

will remain drained until the sludge removal is completed next construction season.  Then the 

other two lagoons will be done and the project should be completed by the end of the season next 

year.  Brendan said that both Randy and the State have approved this plan.   
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George asked if the system would be able to handle the heavier flows during the upcoming 

holiday and ski seasons.  Brendan said that excess wastewater could be pumped into the first 

lagoon if needed over the winter.  Brendan added that the sludge removal was a bit more costly 

than anticipated but will still be included in the bond agreement.   

Stu Lindberg was present and asked if the source of the lead which was present in several of the 

sludge samples was known.  Brendan said that he didn’t know the source and added that it was a 

very minute amount. 

 

10)      Discussion regarding upcoming budget meetings and tentative schedule. 

Brendan said that the upcoming regular Select Board meetings will be held on Monday, 

December 10th, and Monday, January 14th.  He asked the Board members which days of the week 

they preferred for budget meetings in January.  The Board agreed to hold budget meetings on 

Tuesday and Thursday evenings.  Jen commented that she is scheduling short presentations from 

the organizations who have submitted outside appropriation requests for the December 10th 

meeting. 

 

11)      Other business 

Bruce McEnaney - Bruce said that Transfer Station attendant John Pisciotta has requested a pay 

increase.  The Board decided that item should be on the agenda before it was discussed so they 

will address it at a future meeting.  Bruce said that Justin Stearns is now working part time at the 

Transfer Station and may work in the cemetery next summer.  Bruce said that Carl Leiner has 

made new signs for several of the cemeteries and will make signs for the rest over the winter.   

Brendan McNamara - Brendan said that the Depot Street Bridge Utility Boring project is 

finishing up for the winter and the water and wastewater lines are being tested.  He said that the 

construction area has been somewhat congested during the recent work there but it will be 

cleaned up for the winter soon. 

Brendan said that the bids for the Depot Street Bridge replacement should be posted by VTrans 

over the winter.  He added that there may be some additional work for the Town after the bridge 

is replaced in order to improve appearances and reduce traffic speeds along Depot Street.   

Brendan said that the VT State Route 103 paving project is shutting down for the winter season.  

The contractor has been fixing the transition zones between the state highway and the town roads 

so that winter plowing will not result in damage to the roads or plows.   The Board discussed the 

poor quality and inconsistent surfacing of this project, sections of which will need to be re-done 

in the spring since the appropriate finish layer was not completed. 

Sandra Russo – none. 

Mark Huntley – none. 

Mike Ripley – Mike said that, in addition to several other community service positions he holds, 

he is also the Town Emergency Management Coordinator. Mike said that he would like to give 

up that position.  He said if anyone is interested or would like more information on the 

Emergency Management Coordinator duties they should feel free to contact him.   He added that 
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he would give up that position immediately if someone else was willing to take over or they 

could begin after the expiration of his term in March 2019. 

George Timko – George asked for an update on the Town Garage construction project.  Brendan 

said that the exterior framing is completed and the electrical and plumbing work will start next 

week.  He said that our lease at the temporary garage space is paid through December 14th and he 

believes the Highway Department will be able to move into the new garage by then.   

George asked if the sale of the property located at 723 Main Street, Proctorsville, purchased by 

the Town at tax sale, had gone through.  Brendan said that it was not sold and he is working with 

Matt to set a date for that sale.  Brendan said that Matt might wait until he is ready to hold a tax 

sale for some other properties in town that have delinquent taxes.  He added that might not take 

place until springtime.   

George asked whether the refinished doors had been installed on the Historical Society Museum 

building. Bruce said that the doors were not completely installed and are protected behind 

plywood panels for the winter. 

Bob Glidden – Bob asked if the new diesel fuel pump would be installed soon.  Bruce said that it 

should be delivered within the next two weeks. 

Mark asked if the Cavendish Streetscapes group had discussed any plans for the old Town 

Garage site which is next to the Museum.  Brendan said that the Highway crew began using ditch 

material to fill in and level the old site.  He said that Lisa Ewald, who is part of the Streetscapes 

committee, may need a project for her Master Gardener project and could perhaps make a plan 

for that site.  Mark volunteered to research some ideas for that space. 

 

12)      Adjourn  

Bob Glidden moved/Mike Ripley seconded a motion to adjourn at 7:34 p. m.  All voted in 

favor. 

 

 

Minutes Approved:   ______________________________________________ 

  

  

 Date:    ______________________________________________ 

 


