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Selectmen’s Meeting, Thursday, January 18
th

, 2018 in the Cavendish Town Office  

Meeting Room at 6:00 PM. 

 

Present: Bob Glidden (Chairman), George Timko, Mike Ripley, Brendan McNamara (Town 
Manager), Bruce McEnaney (Assistant Town Manager), and Jen Leak (Recording Secretary). 

Absent: Mark Huntley 

 

1. Call the meeting to order 

Bob Glidden, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. 

2. Review Correspondence 

Bob Glidden, Chairman, directed the Select Board members to review correspondence and sign 
orders at their convenience during the course of the meeting. 

3. Meet with representatives of the Cavendish Library Board and the Cavendish Town 
Librarian to consider the town library appropriation request for FY18-19. 

Kata Welch, Librarian, was present.  She reviewed her proposed FY19 budget with the Select 
Board.  She noted that the library appropriation request is $38,000, which is a level-funded 
request.  The overall library budget has increased for FY19 and will be funded through the 
library’s investments.  The Assistant Librarian hours will increase from 15 to 35 hours per week.  
Kata said she plans on resuming preschool outreach activities and increasing adult and after-school 
programming.  The library also plans to add to their audio book, TV series, and movie collections 
which are very heavily used.  Kata said that the library will be open more hours as well.   

The Board thanked Kata for attending tonight’s meeting. 

Bruce presented the proposed FY19 cemetery budget to the Board.  He said that the total 
proposed amount is level funded but some categories have been adjusted to reflect actual costs.  
Bruce added that in the next few years some of the mausoleum stonework will need to be repaired.   

 

4.  Meet with representatives of the Windsor County Sheriff Department regarding 
consideration of the appropriation request for FY18-19. 

Mike Chamberlain and Tom Battista from the Windsor County Sheriff Department were present.  
The Board discussed the current lack of a Town Constable with Mike Chamberlain and the 
possibility of eliminating that position if the voters so decide at Town Meeting.  Bruce suggested 
that the money previously spent on Town Constable stipend and expenses could be used to expand 
the coverage by the County Sheriffs in Town.   

Tom said that speed limit signs should be no less than a mile apart, and suggested that Twenty Mile 
Stream Road and the dirt portion of Tabell Hill Road could use a few more signs.   

Brendan said that the safety of the intersection of Routes 103 and 131 has been discussed recently 
and asked if the sheriffs could help control traffic flow there, especially on Friday evenings with 
increased ski traffic.  Tom said that they could be more present at that intersection and thought 
might help to slow traffic down a bit.   

Mike asked if the Town was satisfied with the sheriff service.  Brendan said yes, and he 
appreciated that the deputies stop by the office to check in.  Brendan added that there seemed to 
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be less state police coverage in town since no officers currently live here.  Mike suggested that the 
Town should be thinking ahead on how to provide adequate police coverage since the state police 
is stretched very thin.  He suggested that, unless the Town was considering forming its own police 
department, the Board consider adding another shift per week to the County Sheriff coverage.  
Bob added that it would be nice if the sheriffs could respond to accident scenes so the Fire 
Departments don’t have to wait for the state police, which can sometimes take over an hour.   

Mike said that he is proposing a modest increase for the sheriff’s hourly rate, from $51 to $53 per 
hour, and the mileage will stay at $0.60 per mile.  He asked the Board to let him know if they want 
to add more miles per shift or additional shifts.  The Board thanked Mike and Tom for coming 
tonight. 

 

5.  Continue work on FY 2018-2019 Selectmen’s Budget. 

Under the category of Appropriations, page 1 of 2, George Timko moved/Bob Glidden seconded 
a motion to approve the page as requested except for the item of Recreation – General.  George 
commented that he would like to investigate whether Ludlow Ambulance would agree to a several 
year contract to avoid such large increases in the future.  Brendan said that he could discuss that 
once a new Town Manager is hired in Ludlow since Frank Heald will be retiring this year.  All 
voted in favor. 

Under the category of Appropriations, page 2 of 2, Mike Ripley moved/George Timko seconded 
a motion to approve appropriations for the following organizations for a total of $10,050: 

  

Visiting Nurse Association and Hospice $4,000 

HCS of SE VT $0 

Black River Senior Center $2,900 

Green Mountain RSVP $200 

Black River Good Neighbors $400 

Vermont Adult Learning $0 

SEVCA $500 

Vermont Rural Fire Protection Task Force $100 

Windsor County Youth Services $400 

Council on Aging SE VT/Senior Solutions $350 

VT Center for Independent Living $0 

The Current(CT River Transit) $0 

Okemo Valley TV $600 

American Red Cross $600 

Total $10,050 
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All voted in favor. 

 

Under the category of Summer Roads, page 2 of 2, Bob Glidden moved/Mike Ripley seconded a 
motion to approve the page as requested.  The Board discussed the Town property on Route 131 
which was bought with the intent of extracting gravel for town use.  Brendan said that he would 
like to look more closely at it this spring.  George suggested that having a crusher there might be 
worthwhile.  All voted in favor. 

Under the category of Winter Roads, page 2 of 2, Bob Glidden moved/Mike Ripley seconded a 
motion to approve the item of Materials – Sand in the amount of $40,000, the item of Materials 
– Salt in the amount of $40,000, the item of Calcium Chloride in the amount of $0 and the item 
of Propane/Steam Thawer in the amount of $0.  All voted in favor. 

Under the category of Bridges, the Board discussed the fact that there are three payments of 
approximately $25,000 each for the Howard Hill Bridge project which need to be made to the State 
Agency of Transportation.  There are also the Town shares for the East Road culvert projects and 
the Depot Street Bridge projects.  Brendan suggested that the Board needs to increase the amount 
appropriated to this fund from J$10,000 to $25,000.  The Board decided to consider this page 
another day. 

Under the category of Street Lights and Storm Sewers, page 1 of 1, George Timko moved/Mike 
Ripley seconded a motion to approve the page as requested.  All voted in favor. 

Under the category of Town Business, page 1 of 1, George Timko moved/Mike Ripley seconded a 
motion to approve the page as requested.  All voted in favor.  

Under the category of Financial, page 1 of 1, Brendan said that he would like to explain a new 
item “ST PVR appeals refund.”   He said that, in 2016, a number of people appealed their 
property assessments.  Those appeals were recently settled by the State Department of Property 
Valuation and Review, which lowered the assessments.  As a result, tax refunds are due to the 
property owners for their FY17 and FY18 tax bills.  The Town Clerk would like to take out a 
low-interest loan in the amount of $40,000 to cover these refunds, which could be repaid over 
either 1 or 2 years.  Brendan said that he would put tonights’ figures into a spreadsheet so the 
Board could consider the overall budget before deciding on a 1 or 2 year repayment.   

Bruce said that he would like to discuss the backhoe.  He said that it has several major repair 
issues which would not be worth fixing.  Bruce said that Milton Cat has found a 2015 backhoe 
which was never used for $130,000 ($150,000 original price).  They would allow a trade-in of 
$6,000 for the old machine.  Bruce said that there is sufficient money in the Capital Equipment 
Fund for this purchase.  He said that he would confirm the final details and the Board can discuss 
this at the next meeting on Tuesday, January 23

rd
 .  Bruce commented that the Case tractor is 

currently only used for road-side mowing.  He thought that buying a loader bucket for it would 
extend it’s usefulness.   

Brendan said that currently the Town Plan must be adopted by the voters by Australian ballot.  
The Cavendish Planning Commission and the Southern Windsor Regional Planning Commission 
have both asked if that could be changed so that the Select Board can adopt the Town Plan.  The 
Town Plan update currently under consideration must be adopted by the voters.  The Board 
discussed that the next update won’t be needed for another 8 years, so they weren’t sure they 
wanted to make a change to that process right now.  The Select Board Public Hearing for the 
Town Plan adoption will be held on January 25

th 
, 2018, at 5:00 p.m. before the Budget Work 

Session at 6:00 p.m.     
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6.  Adjourn by 8:00 pm sharp 

George Timko moved/Mike Ripley seconded a motion to adjourn at 7:45 p.m.  All voted in 
favor. 

 

 

 

Minutes Approved:   ______________________________________________ 

  

Date:     ______________________________________________ 


